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FLORENCE VALERIE MARSHALL 

 
 

Florence Valerie Marshall was born in Charleston on Christmas Eve, 24 December 
1896.  Her father was William Henry Marshall and her mother was Bessie Lawrence.  

	  

William Marshall – photo from his great granddaughters Rosemary Waters and Cheryl Jones. 

 

There were ten children in that family: 

1. Elizabeth Emily Ann, born 15 August 1883 
2. Joseph William, born 17 April 1885 
3. Beatrice Mary, born 24 July 1887 
4. Elsie Maud, born 8 September 1889 
5. Alex Laurence, born 2 September 1891 
6. Erick John, born 6 September 1894 
7. Florence Valerie born 24 December 1896 
8. Albert Norman, born 29 June 1899 
9. Gwendolen May, born 23 September 1903 
10. Kenneth Lawrence, born 12 January 1906 
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Only Ken was born in Forest Range.  William was a butchers assistant in Charleston 
when, in June 1899 he took lease on section 313 which was at the end of what is 
now known as Marshall Road, Lenswood.  

	  

CL : Volume 418 Folio 20 – SALIS – viewed 29 May 2015. 

 

	  
Map of The Ford Blocks, p 155 in Stringybarks to 
Orchards. 
 

In 1899 the government purchased land from 
some farmers and put sections up for lease.  
The blocks encouraged closer settlement.  
The image at left shows the blocks called 
The Ford Blocks.  Section 313 was in this 
group on Marshall Road. 
 
Some of William’s sons later also purchased 
land in that region.  On 8 January 1929 the 
lease passed to his son, Albert Norman and 
after his death in 1961 the land passed to the 
Dalton family. 
 
Adjoining section 313 is section 312 
(corrected on this image) which is on what is 
now known as Plummer’s Road.  We will 
return to that story later.  Note also section 
304 at the bottom of the image. 
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The image below shows section 312 and 313 as seen by Google Maps in May 2015.  

	  

Google Mpas – viewed 29 May 2015 - https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-
34.9125836,138.8083289,1431m/data=!3m1!1e3 

	  

Further along the main road to Adelaide, now known as Lobethal Road, the Pollard 
family from Mt Barker purchased the lease on section 304. Joseph Pollard and his 
wife Susannah Walker migrated to Australia and settled first at Mount Barker.  They 
had the nine children: 

1. William Jarvis, born 6 November 1870 
2. Edward Henry, born 16 October 1871 
3. George Joseph, born 13 May 1873 

William	  
Marshall	  
Sct	  313	  

Harry	  Howse	  
Waters	  Sct	  

312	  
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4. Sarah Jane, born 2 April 1874 
5. Rhoda Elizabeth, born 2 April 1878 
6. Frank Leslie, born 4 June 1880 
7. Herbert Oliver, born 11 October 1883 
8. Oliver Stanley, born 12 February 1886 
9. Sydney Ernest, born 24 February 1891 

 

	  

Google Maps - viewed 30 May 2015 - https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-
34.9222836,138.8162132,1924m/data=!3m1!1e3  

When the Pollard family took over the land it was, as with much of Baum’s land, 
heavily marked from gold mining.  Recovering this land for farming was hard word as 
the heavy clay subsoil had been moved to the surface during mining.  An indication 
of the difficulties they faced can be found in the following newspaper article. 

Pollard	  family	  
Sct	  304	  
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1903 'FOREST RANGE.', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), 8 December, p. 7, viewed 12 November, 
2014, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article5022940 

  

After the death of their father the 
younger sons, Oliver and Sydney 
[Sidney], farmed the land.  
 
Oliver enlisted to fight in the First 
World War and his letters detail 
that he sent money back to his 
mother and Sydney.  He was 
killed in June 1917 and at that 
time Sydney took over the farm.   

 
1921 'Family Notices.', Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954), 18 
June, p. 13, viewed 12 November, 2014, 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article89250948 

 
On 24 October 1917 Syd married Florence Valerie 
(Val) Marshall.  The couple had one son, Ernest, 
before Syd died in 1919.  Ernest William was born 
in 1918.   
 
Ern later went on to work the land and became a 
champion wood chopper.  Ern was reputed to have 
won a ‘golden axe’ for his skills.  After his death the 
land was sold to David Plummer and subsequently 
to Border Valley Orchards.  Locally Ern was known 
as “Leggin”.  He lived on his family property most of 
his life, selling after the death of his wife, Nancy and 
moving to Adelaide.  Ern died in March 2001. 
 
After Syd’s death Val married the son of the 
property adjoining her father’s, Victor Clarence 
Waters. 

	  
Ern Pollard, circa 1939.  Photos from 
Rosemary Waters and Cheryl Jones. 
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Section 312 was another closer settlement block.  It backed onto section 313 held by 
William Marshall.  This lease was purchased by Harry Howse Waters.  According to 
Bishop (1984) Waters had been leasing part of the old Givendale property from 
George and Eliza Best in 1893.  Harry Howes Waters was 22 when he married Ellen 
May White at St John’s at Morialta in 1876.   

They had eight children: 

1. Alice Elizabeth, born 16 July 1876 
2. Harry Howes, born 11 August 1877 
3. George, born 10 April 1879 
4. William, born 18 January 1881 
5. Joseph, born 24 November 1882 
6. Frederick John, born 5 March 1886 
7. Albert Edward, born 22 June 1891 
8. Victor Clarence, born 24 August 1893 

The image below shows the Waters home and is taken from what is now known as 
Plummers Road.  This property was later owned by Bungey’s, Trenordens and 
latterly Forest Range Cherries. 

	  

Waters home on Plummers Road.  Photos from Rosemary Waters and Cheryl Jones. 
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Harry Waters was invovled in a number of local committees, including sporting 
committtees, the Agriculatural Bureau, the United Labour Party and was on a 
committee lobbying to improve the mail service from Norton’s Summit [sic] and 
Forest Range. He was also a founding member of a group established in 1905 to 
plan the building of an institute.  In June 1899 when the land now known as the 
Central Recreation Ground was handed over to the community Harry Howes Waters 
was one of the men entrusted with ownership of this land. 

   

Vic had also enlisted to fight in World 
War One.  He enlisted on 21 August 
1915 and fought mainly in France.  He 
was wounded in 1917 but after recovery 
in England he returned to fighting before 
being discharged after the war in July 
1919.

 

	  
Vic Waters in army uniform.  Photos from Rosemary 
Waters and Cheryl Jones. 
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Vic and Val Pollard (nee Marshall) 
marrired in 1921 and had the following 
children who were bought up on the 
former Pollard property at Forest Range: 

1. Alice May, born 1922, died 1925. 
2. Norman Clarence, born 29 July 

1925 at Lobethal, died 2 March 
2001. 

3. Ellen May, born 6 May1928 at 
Lobethal, died 21 September 1990 
in Adelaide. 

4. Geoffrey Ross, born 8 February 
1930 at Lobethal, died 19 October 
1974 in Mt Gambier. 

5. Kenneth, born 25 July 1932 at 
Maylands, died 27 February 1967 
in Lobethal. 

 
 
 

	  
Waters family – Val (seated at left), Norm, Ken, Geoff 
(seated) and Ellen.  Photos from Rosemary Waters 
and Cheryl Jones. 

	  
Ellen Waters with grandson, Norm.  Photos from 
Rosemary Waters and Cheryl Jones. 

 
Vic Waters with his son, Norm.  Photos from Rosemary 
Waters and Cheryl Jones. 
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Vic died young, passing away 
suddenly on 4 December, 1937, 
leaving Val with four children from 
that marriage and one from her first 
marriage to raise. 
 
The children attended Forest School 
as had their parents.   
 
 
Norm enlisted to fight in World War 2 
as did his half brother Ern Pollard. 
 
 
 
 
 

Val Waters with sons Norm on her right  
and Ern on her left. 

 
Photos from Rosemary Waters and Cheryl 

Jones. 
  
 

	  

Norm Waters - photos from Rosemary Waters and Cheryl Jones. 

After returning from the second World War Norm moved to Adelaide. 
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