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ANNA INGS : MATRIARCH 

 

In each community there are a couple of people from whom many of the current residents 
are descended.  In our community Anna Ings is the mother to many of us.  Anna has 
descendants that pass through several generations in the district and include surnames such 
as Green, Fry, Brockhoff, Caldicott, Townsend, Shaw, McAulay, Conlon, Mason, Bishop, 
Driver, Schultz and many more. 

 

Wiltshire is a large land-locked county in the south-west of England.  Famed for the 
Salisbury Plains and Stonehenge, Wiltshire around the turn of the 19th century would have 
featured green plains and rolling hills dotted with sheep.  In those times people generally 
didn’t move far and the familes of John Ings and Hannah Yeats had been in Wiltshire for 
hundreds of years.  John and Hannah married in 1797 and had six children.  One of these 
was Anna Ings, who was born on 12 August 1801 at Barford St Martin in Wiltshire.   

On 8 January 1825 Anna married a local shepherd, Thomas Brown.  Thomas had been born 
in 1796 in Great Wishford not far from Barford St Martin.  His parents were Solomon Brown 
and Betty Munday.  Both families also had long family history in Wiltshire.  Anna and 
Thomas married in Great Wishford and it was here that they initially settled and had their 
first child.  However it is likely that they travelled around somewhat, as was common for 
shepherds, and the couple later lived in the nearby town of Woodford where another six and 
possibly seven, children were baptised.  

By 1839 both of Anna’s parents had died.  
Thomas’ father had died when he was eleven.  At 
this time we are unsure of his mother’s death.  
Times were very hard for shepherds in Wiltshire 
and news of the promising new settlement in the 
colony of South Australia must have been very 
attractive.  On 2 December 1839 Thomas applied 
for emigration for him and his family and on 8 
December Anna, Thomas and their 6 surviving 
children boarded the Morley. i  Thomas was 46 
and Anna was not yet 39 when the ship left from 
Plymouth with 192 passengers.  Their children 
were Elizabeth, Solomon, Harriett, Henry, Anne 
and Sarah.  They arrived at Port Misery, as Port 
Adelaide was then named, on 16 April 1840.   

The family were first settled at Emigration Square 
(in the West Parklands).  John Bishop quotes 
Harriett, who was nine at the time, remembering 
being sent to the Torrens for water. ii   Anna Brown (nee Ings) - collection of Jessie 

Harding courtesy Sue Bussenschutt. 
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It wasn’t long before Thomas found work as a shepherd and another child, Mary, was born 
just four months after their arrival.  Another child, John, was born when the family were 
living at Reedbeds on the Torrens’ flood plains and their last child, David, was born at Little 
Para where the family were working in 1845.  By this time the older children had either left 
home or working, either helping as shepherds or, in the case of Harriett, working as a 
housekeeper.   

After briefly living at Deep Creek the family moved to Stony Creek at Forest Range around 
1855.   They did not own land but lived in a house on a road that travelled around the side 
of what is now known as Fry’s hill, between the Ford and the site of the current school.   
The move may have been due to the recent discovery of gold however Sarah’s new husband 
and his brothers were timber cutters in the region so the move may have been purely 
personal. 

Thomas Brown moved to Aldinga around 1860, living with his son Solomon.  Anna may have 
lived in the Aldinga area briefly or she may have remained in the hills, however it is clear 
that by April 1863 the marriage of Anna and Thomas had broken down.  Thomas placed a 
notice in the South Australian Register”  

“NOTICE.— I will NOT be RESPONSIBLE  for any DEBTS contracted by my WIFE. 
ANNA BROWN, after this date, she having left me without any just cause. THOMAS 
BROWN, Aldinga. April 6. 1863.” iii 

From that time Anna lived with her daughter Harriett at what is now known as Lenswood.  
By May 1887 Anna, at the age of 86, was bed-ridden.  Her grand-daughter, Martha 
comments in a letter to her future husband, Dick Townsend: 

“Poor old granny I don’t think will ever go out of her room again.  She has never 
been out of her bed only just while we make it for her since Friday and she told us 
yesterday she would never come out again till we carry her out.” iv 

Anna lived with Harriett and her family until she died on 14 September 1888 at the age of 
87.  She was buried at the Presbyterian Cemetery at Inverbrackie. 

 

Harriett had been born on 23 February 1831 and she had married John Brock Fry at the age 
of 28.  John first met Harriett when she working as a housekeeper at Little Para.  He had 
followed Harriett to Forest Range and worked with the Green brothers, Henry, William and 
George, cutting and splitting wood. 

Harriett and John married on 8 June 1859.  The couple and their children lived first in a 
small cottage (where the office of the cold store now is).  This must have been quite 
crowded with the six Fry children, Harriet and John as well as Anna.  In 1874 the extended 
family moved into a new large stone home, Braeside, the home built by Fry’s.   

  



 
Anna Ings - descendents. 
Prepared for The Forest Range and Lenswood History Group Inc -  June 2016 by Jo Shaw. 3 

Harriett Brown and John Brock Fry’s children were: 

• Philip (1860 – 1880) 
• Sarah (1862 – 1940) married Tom Edmonds 
• Alice (1863 – 1943) married Alexander 

Brockhoff 
• Harriet (1865 – 1941) married Harry Caldicott 
• Martha (1867 – 1935) married Dick Townsend 
• John (1969 – 1941) married Lilles Pearce  

 

Their many descendants are spread throughout Forest 
Range and Lenswood.  A family reunion was held in 
the Lenswood Primary School Hall on what would have 
been the 180th birthday of JB Fry.  The school was an 
appropriate place for this celebration as he was head 
teacher at the school for thirty years.   

Harriett died on 13 February 1917. 

 
 

 

 

 

Braeside around 1953/54 prior to demolition.  Collection of Peter Stafford. 

John Brock Fry with Harriett Fry (nee Brown) 
collection of Jo Shaw 
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Sarah Brown was one of Harriett’s younger sisters however she married first.  Sarah was 
born on 3 March 1835 and was 20 when, on 6 December 1855, she married Henry Green.  
The couple first lived in the Stony Creek region and their first child was born while they lived 
there.  It was to Stony Creek that Anna and Thomas Brown also moved, with their younger 
children.   

On the 13 May 1861 Henry Green and his brother-in-
law, John Brock Fry, purchased one of the first blocks 
of land sold in the district, section 28.v  They were 
listed as sawyers of Stony Creek.  This land ran from 
the corner of Lobethal and Swamp Roads, at the 
bridge, to Cold Store up to the first large bend to the 
right.  The roads were not named at this time.  The 
land cost 48 pounds.  Fry’s family settled into a 
cottage on what is now Cold Store Road and Greens 
settled on the flat, where the General Store and 
former Lenswood Motors now stands. 

 

 
 

 

 

On 20 October 1874 the two men 
divided the land with Fry keeping 
the eastern section and Green the 
western section.  Part of this land is 
still owned by a member of the 
Green family. 

  

Section 28 purchased by Green and Fry, 1861.  
Lands titles.   

Section 28, purchased by John Fry and Henry Green 1861.   
Map from Maps, by Apple.  
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Sarah and Henry had the following children: 

• Emily (1857 - 1858)  
• John (1859 – 1935) married Harriet Marshall 
• Henry (1861 – 1935) married Alice Duffield 
• William (1861 – 1953) married Ada Rogers 
• Albert (1864 – 1935) married Mary Keen 
• Mary Ann (1866 – 1952) married Gerard Luscombe 
• Robert (1870 – 1909) married Kate McKenney 
• Frederick (1874 – 1943) married Emily Rogers 

Sarah was unwell for some time.  On 8 June 1890 at the age of 55 she died of consumption.  
However Sarah left a large legacy of descendents in the district with all of her sons marrying 
and staying in the district.   These sons, plus the sons of Henry Green’s brother William, 
ensured that the surname Green is ubitiquous in this district. 

 

The descendents of Anna Ings are far too numerous in our district to list.  In 1988 a reunion 
of local Brown descendents was held at the Lenswood Memorial Park and many local 
residents attended.  Some discovered their relationships for the first time. 

Sarah Green (nee Brown) – collection of Ross 
Green 

Henry Green.  Collection of Ross 
Green. 
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We will use one example to give an indication of the depth of Anna Ing’s descendents in this 
district. 

1. Anna Ings married Thomas Brown.  The couple lived in Wiltshire before migrating to 
South Australia.  Anna and Thomas lived at Stony Creek (Forest Range) and later 
Anna lived at Jerry’s Flat (Lenswood).  They had twelve children. 

2. Their daugher Sarah Brown married Henry Green.  The couple lived at Lenswood at 
Holmvale on Lobethal Road.  They had eight children. 

3. Their son Henry Green married Alice Duffield.  Henry and Alice built a stone home 
across the road from Holmvale which was called The Laurels.  They also had eight 
children. 

4. Their son Arthur Green married Elsie Bishop.  They built a home on Cold Store Road 
called Ellimatta.  They had three children. 

5. Their son Bruce Green married Marilyn Rosewarne and the couple lived on the 
Ellimatta property.  They had five children. 

6. Their son Kym Green married Jane Kumnick and the couple live on Tiers Road.  They 
had three children. 

7. Their daughter Jessica Green married Shayne Boyle.  The couple live on Cold Store 
Road and have three children. 

8. Jemima Sophie , Chelsea Grace and Matilda Elsie live at Lenswood.  They are the 
eighth generation to live in the region tracing their heritage directly back to Anna 
Brown (nee Ings).  They attend Lenswood Primary School and are the sixth 
generation in their family to attend the school. 

Brown reunion – Lenswood Memorial Park – photo by Nigel Brockhoff, 1988 - Collection of Jo Shaw 
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Jemima, Chelsea and Matilda Boyle –  they are the eighth generation descended from Anna Ings to live in 
the district.  Collection of Jessica Boyle.  2016 


